Dependent Clauses and Conjunctions
· Some sentences are complex.  These sentences have two clauses:  one independent clause and one dependent clause.

· When combining sentences, use one of the following formulas:  





Option 1 - Dependent clause followed by an independent clause (comma needed between clauses)

Option 2 – Independent clause followed by a dependent clause (no comma needed)
Common Dependent Clause Clue Words:

	after

although

as

because

before

even if

even though

if
	once

rather than

since

so that

than

that

though

unless
	until

when

whenever

where

wherever

whether

while

why


Examples of complex sentences:

· While Susan plays with her dolls, I will clean the kitchen.
· If you want to join the team, you must practice daily.
· When I go to the beach, I play in the waves.
· I will clean the kitchen, while Susan plays with her dolls.

· You must practice daily if you want to join the team.

· I play in the waves when I go to the beach.








PRACTICE:
Combine each set of sentences into one complex sentence using a dependent clause clue word.

1. The class is so large.

The children must share textbooks.

2. Jacob plays computer games.

He is supposed to be studying.

3. I went to the grocery store.

We ran out of milk and eggs.

4. The storm ate away at the beach.

Many homeowners abandoned their summer homes.

5. The garden looked as if it had been neglected for decades.

The vines and wildflowers gave it a strange beauty all its own.

6. People are living longer in this century than in any other.

New medicines have been developed to cure or prevent fatal disease.

7. A sunken ship can tell us something about the past.

It is studied carefully.

8. Many species of wildlife are becoming extinct.

The rainforests are being destroyed.

